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The New College of Florida Academic Center is the first project to be realized from the 

New College of Florida Master Plan, prepared by Moule & Polyzoides in 2006. Among the 

most visible structures on campus, the new building will provide 36,000 square feet of 

offices, classrooms and support space and will be the first of a series of buildings to form 

the College’s main quad. Targeted for USGBC LEED Gold certification, it forwards the sus-

tainable principles integral to the Master Plan, which are based on traditional methods of 

conservation supplemented by high-tech solutions.

The master plan for New College— a unique 140-acre residential honors institution known 

for its student-directed study programs located in Sarasota, Florida — includes over one 

million square feet of new building capacity, new academic quadrangles, sustainable land-

scapes and large regenerative gardens. Traffic calming techniques discourage automobile 

use and, along with pedestrian and bicycle paths, create a pedestrian-friendly campus. 

The Academic Center’s combination of vernacular and contemporary design incorporates 

many traditional and passive sustainable strategies, rather than relying exclusively on 

expensive modern technologies that eventually become obsolete or require expensive 

maintenance and updating. The design also establishes the College’s evolving architec-

tural character, which is rooted in its tropical context. The north side of the structure fea-

tures a tower and a formal entry that face the campus entry drive while its open and recep-

tive south and west sides face the existing library. A new shared plaza featuring a small café 

encourages student interaction, forming a central nexus and a gathering point for students, 

fostering a thriving academic community on a geographically dispersed campus.

Sited on a former parking lot, the Academic Center added no new parking and significantly 

expands the open space network of the campus.  The many sustainable site and building 

design features include storm water retention and reuse, an energy efficient mechanical 

plant, carbon dioxide monitoring, lighting sensors, natural day lighting and natural ventilat-

ing. The building also incorporates passive design features such as operable shutters, deep 

arcades and glazing with a low solar heat gain coefficient.

The shutters, vernacular to south Florida, encourage users to control light and heat, mini-

mizing the strong south and west light, while providing natural cooling and considerably 

reducing overall energy use. Two different shutter types are used: a Bahama-style shutter 

with permanent louvers and a sliding shutter with operable louvers. The Bahama-style 

shutters reference traditional design while the more easily adjusted sliding shutters help 

regulate shade, heat and views.

The building’s deep, shuttered arcades, augmented by overhead fans, help control temper-

ature and light by allowing natural cross ventilation, resulting in a considerable reduction 

of energy use. These arcades also provide views and are suitable for classes and meetings 

as well as giving protection from hurricanes.

Rain water is collected from roof runoff and is reused for flushing toilets. The rain/storm 

water also naturally percolates through the central plaza’s grassed courtyard into an under-

ground storage system for retention rather than running off the formerly paved surfaces of 

the parking lot where the building is sited. 

Interior and exterior lighting systems minimize negative environmental impact with occu-

pancy sensors that automatically switch off interior lights when spaces are unoccupied, 

exterior full cut-off light fixtures that minimize light projected upward into the dark sky 

and an Energy Management System that controls exterior lighting, based on a time-of-day 

schedule.

Carbon dioxide is monitored by the controls system, ensuring adequate air ventilation in 

occupied areas and the Energy Management System automatically resets room tempera-

ture set points in unoccupied rooms, dramatically reducing energy costs.

Currently under construction, the building incorporates both regionally manufactured and 

recycled low-emitting materials such as adhesives, sealants, paints, coatings, carpets and 

composite wood. Well over 90% of construction waste is being recycled; construction is 

adhering to a strict erosion and sediment control plan.

The New College of Florida’s Academic Center is designed specifically in response to the 

unique environment of its dramatic bay front location in Sarasota.  It demonstrates the 

imperative of linking its context with passive and active sustainable design measures, 

toward a truly green architecture.
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Moule & Polyzoides, Architects and Urbanists was established 1982 to address the emerg-

ing challenges of our times: to create buildings, campuses, neighborhoods and towns in 

an environmentally sustainable fashion as beautiful and enduring places; to reinvigorate 

civic life and celebrate urbanity in the public realm by restoring the urban cores of our 

cities; and to provide an alternative to suburban sprawl in order to preserve our natural 

world.

 Moule & Polyzoides is accomplished in producing architecture and master plans for 

distinctive educational campuses and the districts and neighborhoods that surround 

them. This work is set within appropriate ecological frameworks with simultaneous con-

sideration given to issues of sustainability, transportation, utility infrastructure, open 

space, landscape and buildings. 

 The firm’s approach is based on sustained inquiry and through it, the development of 

insight into the workings of each institution and campus. Our work unfolds by design iter-

ations through various design options and crystallizes in easily understood and commonly 

supported final recommendations and sequences of actions. We are expert listeners, 

accomplished design and planning leaders and capable mediators in helping institutions 

accommodate disparate views by resolving complex questions simply. The organization 

of the firm is structured around project teams that execute the work from its inception 

to its realization. At the center of our practice is a total commitment to quality, integrity, 

efficiency, and accountability, along with strict adherence to budgets and schedules, and 

ultimately, a superior service.

 The firm has an international reputation for design innovation and a strong track record 

demonstrated in over 300 completed projects. The work of Moule & Polyzoides has been 

published worldwide, showcased in various museum and university exhibitions, and has 

received numerous awards for excellence.
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