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  Daily Dump was started in April 2006 by 
Poonam Bir Kasturi,  a designer and educator
an alumnus of the National Institute of Design, 
India, to create a new perception of “waste” 
and enable dignified action related to waste. It 
was the result of research and discussion 
around various possibilities of design 
intersecting with society.

Poonam can be contacted at : 
pbkasturi@usermail.com   
+91,9916426660





Households have so far been the primary users of the Daily 
Dump composters. More recently, offices have also evinced 
interest, partly to meet Corporate Social Responsibility and 
partly to save costs of haulage and landscape manure by 
composting onsite.  Similarly, properties developing further 
from the cities are not always catered to by the municipal 
corporation in Bangalore, propelling them to manage their 
waste at source through composting. 

Daily Dump has also developed interesting and fun 
publications for children to understand the impact of their 
everyday lives on their immediate and larger environment. 
These books have in the past year reached stores and schools 
across India. A couple of schools have in fact included the 
entire set of books in their curriculum. 

15 Clones (India and abroad) have replicated our products 
while contributing to cleaner cities. The design drawings, 
methods, processes and user feedback are all available on the 
website at no cost. Today, the brand is seen as a 
“collaborator” and “social entrepreneur”. 

There is a Do-it-yourself section on the website to help 
people create their own low cost composter from locally 
available materials. 
This product needs no packaging, since it is sent to urban 
centers loaded in a truck with hay packaging that is goes 
back to the village for reuse. The customer buys the product 
without packaging.

Impact



Our take on business 
Daily Dump was created with a clear vision to serve the 
home composting needs of India without being the only 
player in the market. Consequently, 
traditional ideas of competition, market share, wealth etc are 
viewed through a new lens in this setup.
1. The project helps sustain 40 traditional potters and 
their families in Palamner (3 hrs from Bangalore). It has pro-
vided a new utilitarian product for the potters in various 
clone cities that is linked to current urban needs and has 
them exploring their own marketing outlets independently.
2. Clones run viable businesses in their cities with the 
Daily Dump designs and participate in the evolution of solu-
tions to the issues of waste, livelihoods and sustainability.
3. The service support system for maintaining the com-
posters offers opportunities to local communities, NGOs, 
micro-entrepreneurs to generate meaningful livelihoods.
4. �Rag pickers earn less when recyclable waste such as 
cardboard, plastic and glass is mixed with wet organic waste. 
Till rag picking is a viable livelihood, composting at least 
helps reduce their losses.
5. As more homes turn to composting and become aware 
of better ways of waste disposal, they are more likely to give 
their recyclable dry waste to local recyclers working in the 
informal sector.
6. Reduces green house gases. Composters have reached 
12 cities in India through the Daily Dump clones and helped 
customers keep at least 4400 kg of waste from reaching land 
dumps in India.
7. When the number of homes generating compost 
reaches a sizeable quantum, cities can hope to return the 
compost to villages and replenish the soil that produces our 
food.

Daily Dump aims to support individuals to gradually under-
stand and appreciate the effort involved in waste manage-
ment. The result is a better-informed citizenry that can then 
effectively ensure utilization of the State machinery and 
resources for more specific aspects of waste management.
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