
Anatomy of the SAFE/MSDS Fuel Label

Using NPRM Label #2 as a starting point, SAFE and MSDS developed the following label to create 
more useful organization and presentation of critical metrics to help the end consumer make a 
more informed vehicle choice.

 
PROPOSED NPRM LABEL # 2

 
SAFE / MSDS LABEL

EPA
DOT  

VEHICLE COMPARISON          
  WORST BEST

 Five Year Fuel Cost $20,000 $3,000
 Dollars    

 Fuel Cost Per Mile 30¢/MI 2¢/MI  
 Cents Per Mile   

 Greenhouse Gases 850GR/MI 0GR/MI
 CO2 Grams Per Mile, Tailpipe Only  

 Other Air Pollutants 1 10 
 Other Pollutant Rating

 LEGEND

Fuel Economy and
Environmental Comparisons

FUEL ECONOMY & CONSUMPTION FUEL COST

Scan this smartphone interactive code or visit 
FuelEconomy.gov to learn about this vehicle, 
calculate personalized estimates, and more. 

Your actual mileage and costs will vary with fuel cost, temperature, driving conditions and how you drive and 
maintain your vehicle. Cost estimates are based on 15,000 miles per year at $2.80 per gallon for fuel, 12 cents 
per kWh for electricity, and $1.45 per gallon of gas equivalent for natural gas. Calculations on this label do not 
account for the cost of 220 volt electric vehicle supply equipment.

Electric
Vehicle

ALL CARSMID-SIZE CARSTHIS VEHICLE

$3,090

0 GR/MI

10

Full Charge: 12.8 hrs @ 110v or 6.4 hrs @ 220v for 99 miles of drive range. 4.1 cents per mile. This vehicle is not fueled by gasoline.

$618 Annual 
Fuel Cost2.9 MI/KWH Combined

2.6 City / 3.2 Highway

34.5 KiloWatt Hours
Per 100 Miles

$3,090 Five Year 
Fuel Cost

4.1¢/MI

Information linking to FuelEconomy.gov 
site is now consolidated to save space.

Estimating assumptions & notes con-
solidated at bottom to reduce clutter in 

the overall presentation.

Department seals consolidated.

Extra-bold font and denser, more universal 
icons for better fuel source recognition

Helvetica Condensed font provides better legibility 
and conservation of space in these layouts.

Vehicle comparison is orga-
nized into a single module, 

presenting a clear compari-
son on metrics common to 

all vehicle choices.

By using a wider range, 
the reader can more easily 
identify the nuances in cost 
and emissions that have 
significant implications over 
the life of the car. In addition 
to comparisons to other 
vehicles in and outside the 
vehicle class, this chart style 
also facilitates a range-
based visualization of the 
cost and emissions impact 
of operating dual fuel ve-
hicles in separate modes.

This version highlights fuel 
cost over both one and five 
year horizons, so consumers 
can see how fuel choices 
affect their operating costs 
over the long term.

Fuel economy and con-
sumption are consolidated to 
a single module expressed 

in units that are meaningful 
to the fuel type. 

A lot of space dedicated to 
notes, seals, and a smart-

phone interactive code. 

Small horizontal scales under-
mine the environmental impact 
of vehicle choices; sliders do not 
compare this vehicle to others in 
its class. Color gradients can be 
difficult to reproduce and con-
note environmental meaning on 
vehicle fuel choices.

Very small icon and type, 
difficult to read; color-cod-
ing only useful in context of 
a familiar color system.

Utilizes the MPG metric, 
which has been recognized as 

misleading in relation to annual 
costs and consumption.

Significant amount of space 
dedicated to illustration of 

range and charge capacity, 
but little additional information 

on fuel costs. This becomes 
particularly problematic in dual 

fuel vehicles.


