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The GREENskin Façade System is a storefront glazing system 
that re-appropriates discarded Insulated Glazing Units (IGU’s) 
salvaged from the local construction industry and reassembles 
them to create a new permanent storefront façade.  The system 
seamlessly receives the random shapes, sizes, colors, and thick-
nesses of this ubiquitous waste stream material, to create a con-
tinuous weather-proof skin at street level.  A consumer installing 
a GREENskin Façade can be sure that not only are they investing 
in a highly sustainable product, but an aesthetically unique and 
visually driven design.  

Five horizontal steel “shelves” are stretched across the entire 
facade set at varying offsets, which reduce vertically as they as-
cend. This allows the IGU’s to be overlapped like glass shingles, 
creating a “fi sh-scale” façade of transparent salvaged units.  The 
vertical modulation allows for larger units at the bottom, and 
smaller units at the top, all “leaning” into the system like frames 
on display shelves. Two doors are easily accommodated into the 
airtight reclaimed skin by adjusting the prefabricated steel frames 
to the openings’ dimensions.  The minimal steel assembly is 75% 
recycled content and the IGU’s are 100% reclaimed material.   
After the salvaged units are catalogued, they are arranged and 
rotated to create the most continuous horizontal skin possible 
across each shelf.  FSC-certifi ed wood is used for the doors and 
infi ll strips at edge conditions.  

Insulated glass units are a commonly discarded waste-stream 
material that often times cannot be re-used or reconstituted due 
to dimensional and cost constraints.  The design of the GREEN-
skin façade system not only considers its own end-of-life cycle, 
but generates a new cycle for a material that would otherwise be 
relegated to simply languish as junk yard waste.  The unique qual-
ity of the GREENskin system is that the method by which the sys-
tem sustainably operates also creates its unique aesthetic quali-
ty.  The geometry, color, transmittance, and refl ective character of 
the individual found units varies widely producing an unexpected 
play of light and shadow across the GREENskin’s surface, tinting 
views through a Mondrian-like structure of intersecting frames 
and refl ections. 
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Firm Biography:

Interstice Architects was founded in 2000 by architect Andrew 
Dunbar and landscape architect Zoee Astrakhan.  After years of 
working in separate disciplines, the arbitrary distinctions were 
just too constraining, so Interstice was born as a multidisciplinary 
fi rm of architects, landscape architects urban designers and 
visual artists.  Over the past ten years, this critical practice has 
grown designing public and private spaces on projects of mul-
tiple scales, focused on the broadest possible interpretation of 
the constructed realm.  

As an integrated practice, IA combines professional services 
concentrating the experience of these shared disciplines to cre-
ate a civic minded practice, where all staff are active citizens 
and advocates for better communities.   Working with private cli-
ents, City Agencies, Redevelopment Agencies, Task Forces and 
other institutional organizations we design collaborations rather 
than dictating solutions, viewing constraints as opportunities, we 
reach for the unexpected by exposing root problems.  Personally 
and professionally, we reside in the city and create from an im-
mersed point of view.  Our work is inspired by constant research 
into the urban condition and those idiosyncratic social, historical 
and ecological aspects that make each project challenging and 
distinctive.  

IA is a collaborative of civic-minded individuals that embrace sus-
tainability as integral to lasting and relevant planning and design.  
As designers, educators and urban activists, we strive to imbue 
material and space with identity, to create simple and sustainable 
solutions through intelligent infrastructures.  We are material ex-
plorers and strategists prioritizing long term, fundamental change 
- creating solutions where things not only appear different, they 
are different.  

Collaborating closely with our diverse clients, from private resi-
dential, to institutional and civic agencies, IA works without walls, 
in a very big room, with lots of extra chairs...
 


